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To  the  Chairmen  and  Members  of  the  Rural  District  Councils 
of  the  West  Gloucestershire  United  District. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
1954.  I  have  done  my  best  to  prepare  this  in  accordance  with  the 
instructions  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  to  make  a  useful  brief 
assessment  of  the  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  District. 

I  should  like  to  place  on  record  my  appreciation  of  the  co-opera¬ 
tion  and  support  I  have  received  from  the  Chairmen  and  Members 
of  the  Council.  I  thank  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  for  their  loyal 
support  and  to  the  other  officials  of  the  Council  for  their  co-opera¬ 
tion.  I  have  to  thank  the  Inspectors,  Surveyors,  Clerks  and  other 
officers  for  their  assistance  in  preparing  this  Report. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

A.  T.  HUNT, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Public  Health  Staff 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Three  District  Councils: 
A.  T.  HUNT,  m.b.,  b.s.  (Lond.),  d.p.fi.,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p. 

Sanitary  Inspectors: — 

East  Dean  A.  D.  Parsons,  m.s.i.a.,  m.r.san.i.  (Senior) 

G.  M.  Hopkins, m.s.i.a.,  m.r.san.i.  (Additional) 

West  Dean  W.  T.  Bebb,  m.s.i.a. 

Lydney  R.D.  W.  M.  Richards,  m.s.i.a.,  m.r.san.i. 

All  inspectors  have  the  Certificate  in  the  Inspection  of  Meat 
and  other  foods. 

Rodent  Operators: — 

East  Dean  &  Lydney  R.D.s  F.  Matthews  (Resigned  Sept.) 

West  Dean  E.  Nelmes  (also  part-time  trainee 

inspector) 

Analyst  : — 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Newport  gave  a  first  class 
bacteriological  service. 

Chemical  Analyses  were  done  at  the  Bristol  University. 
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GENERAL  ITEMS 

VITAL  STATISTICS 


Birth  and  Death  Rates  Compared 

(Births  and  Deaths  per  1,000  population) 


England  and  Wales 
Gloucestershire  . . 
Combined  Forest  Area 
East  Dean 
West  Dean 
Lydney  R.D. 


Birth  Rate 
15.2 
15.8 
15.8 

16.7(17.35) 

15.2(16.2) 

14.5(16.2) 


Death  Rate 
11.3 
11.2 
10.8 

9.6(9.75) 

12.05(11.8) 

10.85(11.2) 


The  Registrar  General  issues  area  comparatability  factors  for 
the  birth  and  death  rates  for  small  authorities  and  when  the  local 
rates  are  multiplied  by  the  appropriate  factors  they  are  ‘corrected’ 
for  irregularities  of  distribution  of  age  and  sex  and  so  are  a  more 
accurate  method  of  comparing  the  healthiness  of  one  area  with 
that  of  another.  The  ‘corrected’  rates  are  given  above  in  brackets. 
The  fact  that  the  deaths  at  Westbury  Hall  and  Hospital  are  not 
referred  back  to  the  Districts  has  tended  to  lower  the  death  rates, 
especially  of  East  Dean  R.D.,  although  the  retention  of  the  deaths 
at  the  Mitcheldean  Hospital  of  persons  normally  living  outside 
tends  to  reduce  this  effect. 

There  were  21  deaths  in  infants  under  1  year  to  the  789  live 
births  during  the  year.  No  Infant  Mortality  Rate  can  be  worked 
out  from  so  few  numbers  but  they  would  appear  to  tally  with 
the  National  Rate  of  25.5.  Of  these  deaths,  14  occurred  within 
the  first  4  weeks  of  life.  There  were  no  deaths  associated  with 
childbirth  again  this  year. 
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Notifications  of  Certain  Infectious  Diseases  and  Tuberculosis  Cases 


Measles  § 

- - -  ■ 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

B 

Primary  Pneumonia 

Tuberculosis  (New  cases) 

Tuberculosis  (Total  cases 

on  Registers) 

Cinderford 

2 

9 

5 

- 

10 

61 

Drybrook 

32 

33 

— 

— 

5 

44 

Ruspidge 

6 

3 

5 

— 

3 

23 

Awre 

31 

3 

— 

— 

2 

9 

Mitcheldean  . . 

6 

34 

— 

— 

4 

23 

Littledean 

3 

10 

1 

— 

2 

13 

Longhope 

6 

1 

— 

— 

— 

14 

Ruardean 

3 

7 

— 

— — 

— 

8 

Churcham 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Huntley 

5 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Blaisdon 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Coleford 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

___ 

18 

English  Bicknor 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Lydbrook 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

34 

Joys  Green  . . 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

22 

Redbrook 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Clearwell 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Bream 

1 

2 

— 

— 

3 

27 

Ellwood 

— 

2 

1 

— 

2 

4 

Broadwell 

— 

4 

— 

— 

2 

18 

Berry  Hill 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

17 

Milkwall 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

7 

Pillowed 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

17 

Parkend 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Yorkley 

35 

3 

1 

— 

1 

18 

Viney  Hill 

12 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Lydney 

3 

— 

— 

1 

2 

27 

Tidenham 

— 

7 

— 

1 

3 

14 

St.  Briavels  . . 

— 

16 

— 

— 

1 

11 

Aylburton 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

5 

Woolaston 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Hewelsfield  . . 

1 

8 

— 

— 

1 

6 

Alvington 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Male 

74 

80 

7 

2 

28 

258 

Female 

75 

76 

7 

1 

23 

211 

Total 

149 

156 

14 

3 

51 

469 

Diseases  not  tabulated  described  in  text. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


Measles. 

There  were  epidemics  of  this  disease  in  the  parishes  of  Awre  and 
Drybrook  during  the  months  of  July  and  August  and  at  Yorldey 
and  Viney  Hill  from  September  to  November.  There  were  a  few 
cases  elsewhere. 

Whooping  Cough. 

January  and  February  saw  the  end  of  an  epidemic  at  St.  Briavels, 
which  had  commenced  at  the  end  of  the  previous  year.  There 
were  a  number  of  scattered  cases  during  the  year  and  epidemics 
at  Drybrook  and  at  Mitcheldean  from  July  to  October. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

There  were  only  14  mild  scattered  cases  throughout  the  area. 

Erysipelas. 

Only  one  notification  of  a  case  of  this  disease  was  received. 

Dysentry. 

There  were  five  cases  in  the  Cinderford  area  and  these  were 
of  the  Sonne  type.  One  case  in  a  boy  of  seven  remained  infectious 
for  a  period  of  three  months  in  spite  of  being  given  the  newer 
drugs.  He  was  one  of  a  family  of  five  children  and  none  of  the 
others  contracted  the  disease,  a  fact  which  is  a  testimony  to  the 
standard  of  hygiene  in  the  household. 

Chickenpox. 

This  was  epidemic  at  Lydney,  Ruardean  Hill  and  Littledean  in 
February,  Bream,  Drybrook  and  Yiney  Hill  in  May,  and  Lydbrook 
from  May  to  July  and  at  Woolaston  in  July. 

Mumps. 

This  was  epidemic  in  the  1st  quarter  of  the  year  at  Joys  Green, 
Lydbrook,  Coleford  and  Aylburton. 

Influenza. 

There  was  a  widespread  epidemic  of  an  influenza-like  illness 
commencing  in  October  at  Lydney  and  Tidenham,  and  spreading 
to  the  whole  of  the  area  during  November  and  December.  Young 
people  were  especially  affected.  The  apprentices  at  the  Beachley 
Army  Apprentices’  Camp  were  affected  early,  and  examinations 
of  specimens  of  blood  from  cases  indicated  that  the  illness  was 
influenza  type  B. 

Food  Poisoning. 

The  only  known  cases  were  three  notified  from  Mitcheldean. 
These  were  man,  wife  and  child,  in  whom  vomiting  and  diarrhoea 
followed  the  eating  of  rissoles  in  a  cafe  in  Gloucester.  No  organisms 
were  isolated  and  the  source  was  not  confirmed. 


5 


Puerperal  pyrexia. 

There  were  only  two  notifications. 

Encephalitis. 

There  was  one  rapidly  fatal  case  of  encephalitis  or  meningo¬ 
coccal  infection  in  a  young  man. 

Poliomyelitis. 

There  were  two  cases  in  apprentices  at  the  Beachley  Army  Appren¬ 
tices’  Camp.  Both  made  a  complete  recovery. 

Diphtheria. 

For  the  sixth  year  in  succession  there  was  no  case  of  Diphtheria 
in  the  area.  Throughout  England  and  Wales  there  were  only 
182  notified  cases  with  nine  deaths.  In  1940  in  the  Cinderford 
area  only  there  were  118  notified  cases  with  nine  deaths.  Immu¬ 
nization  has  lifted  from  the  children  of  the  nation  a  heavy  toll 
of  suffering  and  death. 

Annual  Return  of  Diphtheria  Immunization.  Number  of  children 
immunized : 


Under  1 

1—4 

5—9 

10  14 

Total 

Booster 

East  Dean 

91 

78 

100 

8 

277 

Injections 

443 

West  Dean 

103 

79 

59 

4 

245 

377 

Lydney  R.D. 

51 

71 

92 

2 

216 

210 

Totals 

245 

228 

251 

14 

738 

1,030 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  738  children  were  immunized  to  the  789 
live  births.  245  children  were  immunized  during  the  first  year  of 
life  or  about  31%.  The  aim  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  is  to  have 
at  least  75%  immunized  before  their  first  birthday.  The  national 
figures  were  however,  31%  for  1952  and  30.4%  for  1953.  The 
above  table  shows  that  a  similar  percentage  are  immunized  be¬ 
tween  1  and  4  and  another  between  5  and  9.  A  large  proportion 
of  children  also  have  one  or  both  of  the  two  booster  injections 
that  are  advised.  These  figures  are  a  credit  to  the  wisdom  of  the 
parents  and  of  the  activity  of  the  health  workers.  The  insidious 
nature  of  this  disease  is  well  remembered.  An  interesting  point 
is  that  some  67.2  %  of  the  immunizations  were  done  by  local  author¬ 
ity  medical  officers  compared  with  37.7  %  for  the  rest  of  the  County, 
the  other  immunizations  were,  of  course,  done  by  family  doctors 
in  the  course  of  their  general  practice. 

Tuberculosis. 

There  were  51  new  cases  notified  in  the  combined  area  compared 
with  70  in  1953.  There  were  13  deaths  from  this  disease  compared 
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with  11  in  1953.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  479  names  on 
the  Registers. 

A  Memorandum  on  Tuberculosis  issued  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health  pointed  out  that  the  death  rate  from  tuberculosis  has  been 
falling  rapidly  during  the  last  five  years,  whereas  the  notification 
rate  has  been  reduced  very  little.  “It  is  felt  that  if  as  much  effort 
is  put  into  the  tracing  of  the  source  of  tuberculosis  infection  as 
is  put  into  finding  out  the  origin  of  a  typhoid  outbreak,  or  tracing 
the  contacts  of  a  smallpox  patient,  the  decline  in  incidence  will  be 
accelerated.”  The  memorandum  emphasises  the  value  of  Mass 
Radiography,  B.C.G.  vaccination  of  school  leavers,  the  import¬ 
ance  of  completeness  of  notification,  of  suitable  employment  for 
the  tuberculous  and  satisfactory  home  conditions. 

The  Councils  have  done  much  in  re-housing  suitable  tuberculous 
families  and  I  am  sure  that  this  has  had  some  effect  in  reducing 
the  number  of  new  cases.  I  consider  that  more  attention  could 
be  paid  to  the  lighting  and  ventilation  of  public  buildings  where 
chronic  chest  cases  must  come  into  contact  with  healthy  persons. 
Especially  does  this  apply  to  public  houses.  These  tend  to  be  old 
with  low  ceilings,  not  very  well  ventilated  and  rooms  rather  small  so 
that  they  tend  to  become  crowded.  Tuberculosis  has  been  noticed 
to  spread  by  infection  amongst  workmates,  through  a  household 
or  through  a  family,  between  friendly  neighbours  or  between 
gazers  at  the  same  television;  it  can  also  be  clearly  discerned  to 
spread  amongst  pub  mates.  The  old  pubs  of  our  area  should  be 
replaced  as  soon  as  possible  by  spacious  modern,  hygienic  build¬ 
ings.  The  fight  against  this  disease  is  thus  not  yet  over  and  one 
of  the  best  weapons  that  we  have  is  education  so  that  the  necessary 
precautions  are  taken  by  all  against  this  infectious  disease.  I  think 
special  health  education  in  the  senior  schools  would  be  of  great 
value. 


Notifications  during  the  year: — 

(55  of  which  51  were  actual  new  cases) 

Pulmonary  Non-pulmonary 


Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

East  Dean  . . 

. .  12 

13 

1 

1 

West  Dean  . . 

. .  13 

4 

— 

2 

Lydney  R.D. 

..  4 

5 

— 

— 

29 

22 

1 

3 

7 


Cases  on  Registers  at  the  end  of  the  year: 

Pulmonary  Non-pulmonary 


Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

East  Dean  . . 

. .  92 

92 

6 

15 

West  Dean  . . 

..  103 

60 

17 

13 

Lydney  R.D. 

. .  37 

27 

3 

4 

232 

179 

26 

32 

Mass  Radiography  Unit. 

The  area  was  fortunate  in  having  visits  from  the  Unit  to  the 
three  main  towns.  The  number  of  persons  X-rayed  was  as  follows: — 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Cinderford  Public 

654 

603 

1,257 

Cinderford  Schoolchildren 

217 

200 

417 

Listers 

216 

45 

261 

Coleford  Public 

390 

380 

770 

Coleford  Schoolchildren 

142 

173 

315 

Ediswan 

457 

175 

632 

Carters 

287 

215 

502 

Lydney  Public 

543 

523 

1,066 

Lydney  Schoolchildren 

202 

182 

384 

(including  Bream  and  Blakeney) 

Lydney  Industries  . . 

567 

265 

832 

3,675  2,761  6,436 


Amongst  these  6,436  persons  57  abnormalities  were  found.  It 
is  not  possible  to  say  how  many  were  found  to  have  active  tuber¬ 
culosis,  some  were  referred  to  the  Chest  Clinic  for  observation. 


Smallpox  Vaccination — 

Annual  Return  for  1954. 

Under 

15  or 

1  Yr. 

1  Yr. 

2—4 

5—15 

over 

Total 

East  Dean 

(a)  Vaccinated 

40 

2 

2 

5 

6 

55 

(b)  Re-vaccinated 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

7 

West  Dean 

(a)  Vaccinated 

38 

1 

1 

— 

3 

43 

(b)  Re-vaccinated 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

7 

Lydney 

(a)  Vaccinated 

40 

— 

2 

1 

3 

46 

(b)  Re-vaccinated 

— 

— 

2 

1 

15 

18 

Total  Forest 

Area  : 

(a)  Vaccinated 

118 

3 

5 

6 

12 

144 

(b)  Re- vaccinated 

— 

— 

2 

1 

29 

32 

These  figures  are  supplied  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  from  the  records  received  from  general  practitioners.  These 
figures  show  a  fall  on  those  for  1953,  when  there  were  164  vaccina¬ 
tions,  and  66  re-vaccinations  but  the  total  number  done  during  the 
first  year  of  life  is  exactly  the  same.  Thus  118  infants  under  1  year 
were  vaccinated  to  the  789  live  births  or  about  1  in  7.  This  is  not 
good  but  it  is  difficult  to  persuade  parents  to  have  their  children 
protected  against  a  disease  the  terror  of  which  has  not  been  known 
by  the  present  generation. 

Anthrax  Order,  1938. 

Six  notifications  were  received  under  this  Order  (3  pigs  in  East 
Dean,  1  sow'  in  West  Dean,  and  1  sow  and  1  bullock  in  Lydney 
R.D.),  but  in  no  case  was  the  disease  confirmed. 

Proposed  Disposal  of  Atomic  Wastes  in  Disused  Pits. 

In  July  the  Radio  Chemical  Inspector  of  the  Ministry  of  Hous¬ 
ing  and  Local  Government  called  the  Chairmen  and  Officers  of 
the  East  and  West  Dean  R.D.Cs.  to  the  Speech  House  to  inform 
us  that  the  Minister  had  decided  to  make  an  authorization  under 
the  Atomic  Energy  Authority  Act,  1954,  for  the  disposal  of  solid 
radioactive  wastes  into  certain  mines  in  the  Forest.  The  wastes 
were  to  be  those  used  in  ‘low  level  laboratories.’ 

The  West  Dean  R.D.C.  organised  a  conference  of  local  authori¬ 
ties  and  other  bodies  and  a  request  was  made  by  this  conference 
that  high  ranking  officials  of  the  Ministry  and  representatives 
from  Harwell  should  meet  a  deputation  before  any  depositing 
takes  place.  Sir  John  Cockcroft  and  other  research  workers  from 
Harwell,  together  with  Dr.  T.  Robertson,  of  the  Geological  Survey, 
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addressed  a  meeting  at  Coleford  on  14th  September.  In  spite  of 
assurances  that  the  depositing  of  such  rubbish  would  not  cause 
any  hazard  to  the  health  of  the  district  including  that  of  the  miners 
working  in  the  pits  and  the  water  supplies,  yet  there  were  strong 
objections  to  the  proposal.  Whereas  such  disposal  of  wastes  may 
become  common-place  yet  at  present  the  use  of  pits  for  this  pur¬ 
pose  would  have  been  a  severe  blow  to  the  status  of  the  district. 
Considerable  publicity  was  drawn  to  the  matter,  the  R.D.Cs. 
objected  to  the  Minister  giving  such  authorization  without  con¬ 
sultation  with  them  as  is  required  by  the  Act,  the  Development 
Association  and  Tourist  Board  besides  the  R.D.Cs.  objected  to 
the  project,  the  Miners’  Union  objected  and  it  was  found  that  as 
these  were  disused  pits  they  had  not  been  nationalised  and  the 
Freeminers,  who  owned  the  ‘gales,’  objected.  The  Ministry  aban¬ 
doned  the  scheme. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  Section  47  and 

National  Assistance  (Amendment)  Act,  1951. 

The  only  Orders  obtained  for  the  removal  of  persons  living  in 
insanitary  conditions  and  unable  to  look  after  themselves  and 
without  anyone  to  care  for  them  were  two  old  men,  one  aged  86 
and  the  other  92  in  the  East  Dean  R.D.,  who  were  removed  under 
the  Amendment  Act  to  chronic  sick  accommodation  at  Westbury. 

Housing  and  Care  of  Old  People. 

The  removal  to  what  is  still  regarded  as  the  ‘big  house’  or  ‘work- 
house’  at  Westbury  is  very  disturbing  to  many  old  people.  The 
setting  up  of  a  larger  number  of  smaller  homes  scattered  so  as 
to  be  nearer  the  communities  where  they  have  lived  is,  in  my  opinion, 
a  great  social  need.  It  is  one  of  the  gaps  in  our  Welfare  State. 
With  such  homes  there  should  be  a  larger  number  of  small  con¬ 
venient  houses.  A  few  old  people’s  houses  have  been  built  by  the 
Councils,  but  in  my  opinion  many  more  are  needed. 
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Table  of  Chemical  Water  Analyses  done  during  the  year. 


Parts  per  Million 

East  Dean  Mains  Supply 
l  (12/7/54) 

West  Dean  Limekiln 

Pool  Springs  Lydbrook 

Pumping  Station  (7/9/54) 

: 

Limekiln  Pool  Springs 

Lydbrook  Pumping 

Station  (25/2/54) 

Borehole  at  Redbrook 

Pumping  Station 

(25/2/54) 

Combined  Springs  Red- 

brook  Pumping  Station 

(7/9/54) 

Total  Solids 

288 

328 

306 

348 

450 

Loss  on  ignition 

62 

42 

26 

54 

58 

Mineral  matter  . . 

226 

286 

280 

294 

392 

Alkalinity  (as  CaC03) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  hardness  . . 

258 

310 

304 

334 

392 

(a)  Permanent  . . 

88 

116 

164 

166 

140 

(b)  Temporary  . . 

170 

194 

140 

168 

252 

Chlorine  (as  Chloride) 

14 

13 

12 

13 

15 

Nitrogen  as  saline  and  free 
Ammonia 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Nitrogen  as  Albuminoid 
Ammonia 

nil 

0.06 

nil 

nil 

0.05 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates 

2.86 

1.98 

1.85 

1.65 

2.84 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrites 

nil 

nil 

trace 

trace 

nil 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  perman¬ 
ganate  (4  hrs.  at  80  deg.  F.) 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Poisonous  metals 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Free  Carbon  dioxide  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Silica  (Si. 02)  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Residual  Chloride 

0.04 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sediment . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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EAST  DEAN  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Population =20,500  (Registrar  General’s  Estimate)  Area=30,475  acres. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  =  6,131. 

Rateable  value =£62, 145;  Product  of  Id.  Rate  =  £23 5  7s.  4d. 

Birth  Rate  =  16.7  live  births  per  1,000  population.  When  this  is  multiplied 
by  the  area  comparability  factor  of  1.04  this  gives  a  corrected 
rate  of  17.35. 

Excess  of  births  over  deaths — 342-196  =  146. 

Death  Rate =9.6  deaths  per  1,000  population.  When  this  is  multiplied  by  the 
area  comparability  factor  of  1.02  this  gives  a  corrected  rate  of 
9.75. 


Births  and  Infantile  Deaths. 


Legitimate 

( 

Illegitiim 

i 

ite 

Totals 

Male 

Fern. 

Total 

Male 

Fern. 

Total 

Male 

Fern. 

Total 

Live  Births  . . 

156 

167 

323 

9 

10 

19 

165 

177 

342 

Still  Births  . . 

11 

2 

13 

— 

_ 

_ 

11 

2 

13 

Deaths  under 

1  year 

7 

3 

10 

— 

— 

— 

7 

3 

10 

Deaths  under 

4  weeks  . . 

4 

3 

7 

— 

— 

— 

4 

3 

7 

Causes  of  Deaths. 


Tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory  system 
Other  forms  of  tuberculosis 
Syphilitic  disease 

Cancer  and  other  malignant  neoplasms 
Diabetes 

Vascular  diseases  of  the  nervous  system 

Coronary  disease  and  angina 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

Other  heart  disease 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  the  respiratory  system 
Ulcer  of  the  stomach  and  duodenum 
Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 
Nephritis  and  nephrosis 
Hyperplasia  of  the  prostate 
Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion 
Congenital  malformations 
Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 
Motor  vehicle  accidents 
All  other  accidents 
Suicide 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 


Male 

Female 

Total 

6 

1 

7 

1 

— 

1 

9 

10 

19 

1 

— 

1 

13 

16 

29 

19 

6 

25 

1 

— 

1 

15 

23 

38 

3 

7 

10 

6 

3 

9 

5 

2 

7 

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 

2 

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

2 

1 

— 

1 

... 

1 

1 

15 

13 

28 

5 

— 

5 

1 

3 

4 

1 

1 

2 

105 

91 

196 

Totals  . . 


Housing  Progress. 

I  am  grateful  to  Mr.  L.  A.  Andrews,  the  Housing  Officer,  for 


the  following  table. 

Council  Houses 

1954  Pre-War 

Post  War 

Total 

Cinderford 

58 

80 

242 

322 

Drybrook 

30 

6 

101 

107 

Ruspidge 

— 

26 

44 

70 

Awre 

— 

— 

23 

23 

Mitcheldean 

24 

6 

92 

98 

Littledean 

— 

— 

33 

33 

Longhope 

— 

6 

14 

20 

Ruardean 

18 

10 

49 

59 

Churcham 

— 

— 

12 

12 

Huntley 

— 

— 

8 

8 

Blaisdon 

— 

— 

— 

— 

130 

134 

618 

752 

Of  the  Council  houses  built  during  the  year,  the  58  at  Cinderford 
were  traditional  as  were  2  houses  and  12  flats  built  at  Drybrook. 

The  18  built  at  Ruardean  were  of  the  “Woolaway”  type.  The 
24  built  at  Mitcheldean  were  of  the  “Unity”  type  as  were  the  10 
built  at  Ruardean  and  six  of  those  built  at  Sunnymeade  in  the 
Drybrook  Parish. 

Private  Houses. 

Fifty-two  houses  were  built  privately  during  the  year,  making 
a  total  of  150  since  1946. 


MEDICAL  OFFICER’S  SANITARY  NOTES 
WATER  SUPPLY 


Some  4,143  out  of  4,281  or  97%  of  the  dwellings  in  the  parishes 
of  Cinderford,  Drybrook,  Ruspidge,  Ruardean  and  Littledean 
are  connected  to  the  main  Greenbottom  Supply.  This  source, 
which  is  from  an  adit  in  disused  iron-ore  workings  supplemented 
by  water  from  two  nearby  boreholes  in  Old  Red  Sandstone,  is 
now  augmented  by  a  bulk  supply  of  33,500  gallons  per  day  from 
the  West  Dean  R.D.C.  Limekiln  Pools  Springs  Supply. 

This  supply  also  serves  some  250  properties  in  the  Blakeney 
Hill  part  of  Awre  Parish  and  some  350  properties  in  the  Mitchel- 
dean  Parish.  Except  in  the  Plump  Hill  part  of  the  Mitcheldean 
Parish  the  supply  was  adequate  throughout  the  year. 

Twenty-nine  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination 
from  different  points  on  this  main  supply  during  the  year  and  all 
were  reported  on  as  satisfactory. 

Awre  Parish. 

The  laying  of  mains  in  this  parish  proceeded  during  the  year. 
The  supply  to  be  used  will  be  the  main  supply  augmented  by  the 
Blackpool  Valley  Springs  water  from  which  is  pumped  to  the 
reservoir  on  Blakeney  Hill.  This  supply  already  assists  in  the 
supply  of  Blakeney  Hill  and  the  standpipe  in  Blakeney  village. 
Of  the  three  samples  taken  from  this  source  during  the  year,  two 
were  reported  on  as  satisfactory  and  one  as  showing  slight  con¬ 
tamination. 

Mitcheldean. 

The  Old  Cement  Works  supply  still  has  to  be  used  in  spite  of 
excavation  and  the  building  of  offices  with  conveniences  near  the 
source.  The  water  gravitates  through  the  old  defective  mains 
of  the  former  Water  Company.  Of  24  samples  taken  from  this 
supply  for  bacteriological  examination,  11  were  reported  on  as 
satisfactory,  nine  as  unsatisfactory,  and  four  as  showing  gross 
contamination.  The  Main  Supply  however,  serves  part  of  the 
village  and  part  of  the  Plump  Hill  area.  The  Rookery  Supply 
serves  part  of  Plump  Hill  including  the  School,  and  the  one  sample 
taken  showed  heavy  contamination.  The  Council  is  also  respon¬ 
sible  for  the  Bailey  Lane  End  or  Old  Gold  Mine  Supply  and  the 
two  samples  taken  were  both  reported  on  as  contaminated.  The 
Council  also  has  a  small  supply  from  a  well  to  Dancing  Green. 

Longhope  is  dependent  on  wells  and  springs.  There  are  18 
public  wells  in  the  parish.  Both  Schools  are  dependent  upon  wells 
and  a  sample  from  each  taken  by  the  County  Sanitary  Inspector 
were  reported  on  as  polluted.  The  Council  houses  (Rectory  and 
Nook  sites)  are  supplied  by  a  spring.  The  three  samples  taken 

14 


from  this  source  during  the  year  were  both  reported  on  as  con¬ 
taminated. 

Churcham  and  Huntley. 

The  Gloucester  Corporation  has  made  connections  to  66  properties 
including  44  houses  and  18  farms  in  the  Churcham  Parish,  and  95 
properties  including  71  houses  and  12  farms  in  the  Huntley  Parish. 
The  three  samples  taken  from  this  source  for  bacteriological  exam¬ 
ination  during  the  year  were  all  reported  on  as  satisfactory. 

Blaisdon  Village  Supply. 

All  the  seven  samples  taken  from  this  small  supply  were  reported 
on  as  contaminated. 

An  Inquiry  was  held  during  the  year  into  the  “Northern  Area 
Scheme”  which  involves  the  laying  of  new  larger  mains  from  the 
reservoir  on  Ruardean  Hill  to  Drybrook  and  hence  the  laying  of 
mains  to  Mitcheldean  and  to  Longhope. 

Sewerage. 

Cinderford  with  Ruspidge  and  Drybrook  village  drain  to  the 
Soudley  works.  Littledean,  Mitcheldean  and  Ruardean  have  their 
own  small  works.  An  Inquiry  was  held  in  November  into  the 
Council’s  Scheme  to  sewer  Blakeney,  and  I  trust  a  favourable 
report  is  given  as  this  village  badly  needs  to  be  sewered.  Main 
drainage  appears  to  be  some  way  ahead  at  Longhope,  Huntley 
and  Churcham,  although  problems  do  arise. 

Copper  Water  Piping  in  Council  Houses. 

Complaints  were  received  of  the  green  colour  of  fur  in  kettles 
in  some  of  the  new  houses.  Not  unnaturally  this  caused  alarm 
to  some  tenants.  A  number  of  water  samples  were  taken  and 
various  small  amounts  of  copper  were  found  usually  under  1  part 
per  million,  the  highest  being  1.5  p.p.m.  (from  a  house  where 
there  had  been  no  complaints),  and  in  no  case  was  the  accepted 
maximum  of  3  p.p.m.  exceeded  even  in  samples  of  water  which 
had  stood  in  the  house  pipes  overnight.  It  was  found,  however, 
that  the  first  draw  of  water  in  the  mornings  contained  up  to  0.80 
parts  per  million  of  lead.  Water  from  houses  without  copper  service 
pipes  did  not  contain  any  lead  and  the  water  is  not  plumbosolvent 
(lead  dissolving).  After  six  pints  had  been  drawn  off,  however,  the 
amount  of  lead  had  dropped  to  the  acceptable  allowable  maximum  of 
0.10  p.p.m.  I  presume  that  this  lead  came  from  the  joints  in  the 
copper  piping  and  that  solution  took  place  at  the  metal  interface. 
I  consider  that  it  would  be  advisable  for  the  supply  pipe  to  houses 
to  be  of  galvanised  iron  and  that  copper  should  be  restricted 
to  the  hot  water  systems.  Water  from  the  hot  water  systems  should 
not  be  used  for  drinking  in  any  case.  A  green  fur  in  the  drinking 
water  kettle  is  clearly  disturbing. 
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Housing  Act,  1936,  Section  II. 

Representations  were  made  that  six  dwellings  were  not  fit  for 
human  habitation  and  should  be  demolished.  Three  Demolition 
Orders  were  made  and  one  Closing  Order  and  in  the  case  of  the 
other  two  no  decision  had  been  reached  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

Swimming  Fools. 

There  are  no  swimming  pools  in  the  District  except  for  a  small 
private  one  at  Longhope.  Soudley  ponds  are  used  for  swimming, 
but  are  not  suitably  clean.  There  is  a  great  need  for  a  proper 
swimming  pool  in  the  Cinderford  area. 


Population,  Number  of  Houses  and  Mains  Water  Supply. 


Parish 

Estimated 

Population 

Number 

of 

Houses 

Number  Properties  connected 
of  to  mains  supply 

Caravans  (i)  direct  (ii)  standpipe 

Cinderford 

7,058 

2,124 

6 

2,125 

Drybrook 

2,937 

895 

2 

867 

Ruspidge 

1,955 

559 

2 

530 

Awre 

1,847 

530 

2 

250 

70 

Mitcheldean 

1,863 

585 

2 

351 

62 

Littledean 

1,282 

383 

317 

Longhope 

1,090 

309 

4 

Ruardean 

1,049 

320 

5 

304 

Churcham 

654 

207 

3 

62 

Huntley  . . 

455 

134 

83 

Blaisdon 

310 

85 

Total  East  Dean  R.D. 

20,500 

6,131 

26 

4,889 

132 

SURVEYOR’S  REPORT 
Mr.  J.  Butterworth  reports  as  follows: — 

Water  Supply. 

During  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1954,  the  demand  for 
water  increased  throughout  the  district. 

Greenhottom  Waterworks. 

The  supply  at  Greenbottom  Waterworks  was  sufficient  to  main¬ 
tain  a  continuous  supply  throughout  the  area  served,  apart  from 
the  Plump  Hill  district  at  Mitcheldean,  which  does  not  receive  an 
adequate  supply  during  certain  periods. 

Blakeney  Supply. 

During  the  year  the  second  stage  of  the  Southern  Area  Scheme 
was  commenced  and  the  main  laying  contract  is  now  well  advanced. 
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Various  connections  were  made  from  the  six  inch  trunk  main 
from  Blakeney  Hill  Reservoir  in  to  the  existing  distribution  mains 
and  had  the  desired  effect  of  improving  the  supply  to  the  Viney 
Hill  and  Viney  Woodside  districts. 

West  Dean  R.D.C. 

Since  March,  1954,  a  daily  bulk  supply  of  approximately  33,500 
gallons  has  been  received  from  the  West  Dean  Rural  District 
Council,  source  of  supply  at  Lime  Kiln  Pools,  Lydbrook,  which 
is  distributed  to  the  Pludds,  Ruardean  and  Brierley  areas. 

The  total  quantity  of  water  supplied  from  these  three  main  sources 
for  1954  is  as  follows: — 

Greenbottom  . .  . .  . .  185,569,000 

Blakeney  ..  ..  ..  11,413,000 

West  Dean  R.D.C.  . .  . .  10,200,000 


207,182,000  gallons 


Compared  with  1953,  this  shews  an  increase  of  approximately 
17,000,000  gallons. 

Certain  parts  of  the  district  are  still  without  a  mains  supply — 
notably  Mitcheldean,  which  still  depends  on  the  Old  Cement 
Works  source,  which  is  unreliable. 

It  is  hoped,  however,  that  the  Northern  Area  Scheme  will  be 
put  in  hand  during  1955  and  so  afford  a  supply  to  Longhope  as 
well  as  improve  the  present  situation  at  Mitcheldean. 

During  the  year  various  extensions  to  mains  were  carried  out 
and  new  connections  to  the  Council’s  water  mains,  both  for  private 
and  Council  Housing  Schemes  were  as  follows: — 


Cinderford 

71 

Ruspidge 

10 

Drybrook 

35 

Littledean 

13 

Mitcheldean 

26 

Ruardean 

22 

Awre 

3 

Total  New  Connections 

180 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 

Mr.  A.  D.  Parsons  reports  as  follows: — 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

This  year  there  was  a  much  greater  number  of  418  advisory 
visits  and  inspections  in  connection  with  new  and  improved  drain¬ 
age  and  sewerage.  For  individual  houses  another  35  small  sewerage 
plants  were  installed  and  17  new  sewer  connections. 
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Public  Cleansing. 

There  were  small  extensions  of  refuse  collections  between  Lea 
Bailey  and  Mitcheldean  via  Mitcheldean  Road  station,  and  at 
Tramway  Road,  Soudley,  and  also  at  The  Pludds,  Ruardean. 
Following  the  fencing  of  the  Bilson  refuse  tip  at  Cinderford  last  year, 
the  next  step  was  the  fencing  of  the  tips  at  Ruardean  Woodside  and 
Plump  Hill.  The  gates  were  locked  but  the  keys  were  made  avail¬ 
able  locally  to  people  with  permission  to  dump  rubbish  at  these 
tips. 

A  small  outbreak  of  fire  at  the  Quabbs  Lane  tip,  Longhope, 
necessitated  more  trees  being  cut  down  and  the  ground  around 
cleaned  up.  There  were  complaints  about  dumping  of  rubbish 
and  refuse  in  the  Valley  Brook  at  Cinderford,  and  a  circular  to 
all  houses  in  the  vicinity  had  the  required  effect. 

As  a  result  of  the  street  litter  in  the  built  up  areas  of  the  district, 
more  street  litter  bins  were  fixed  in  the  streets,  and  loaned  to  occu¬ 
piers  of  fish  and  chip  shops.  It  is  a  difficult  task  to  find  suitable 
attachment  places  with  permission  from  the  owners  of  the  properties. 

Water  Samples. 

144  samples  of  water  were  taken  for  analysis,  20  of  which  were 
from  private  wells  and  46  for  chemical  composition.  The  bacterial 
reports  were  as  follows: — 

Slightly  Heavily  Grossly 
Satisfactory  contaminated  contaminated  contaminated  Total 
51  22  12  13  98 

There  was  a  grave  suspicion  that  the  Mitcheldean  water  supply 
was  giving  bad  samples  due  to  a  polluted  brook  running  above 
the  source  of  supply.  On  two  occasions  the  brook  water  was 
heavily  coloured  but  it  never  coloured  the  mains  water  although 
the  brook  disappeared  below  ground  and  was  never  traced  again. 

Great  concern  was  felt  about  the  Minister  giving  sanction  under 
the  Atomic  Energy  Research  Act,  1954,  for  the  dumping  of  atomic 
waste  into  four  disused  mines  in  the  Forest  of  Dean  and  possible 
contamination  of  the  water  supply. 

Ice  Cream. 

Number  of  premises  registered  for  production,  hot  mix  . .  0 

Number  of  premises  registered  for  production,  cold  mix  . .  5 

Number  of  premises  registered  for  storage  and  sale  . .  . .  57 

62 

There  were  63  samples  taken  of  which  61  were  placed  in  Grade  I 
and  only  two  in  Grade  II.  This  is  a  very  great  improvement. 
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Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 

The  Council  sewers  and  sewage  plants  continue  to  receive  in¬ 
spection  and  routine  treatments  for  rats.  Similarly,  the  refuse 
tips  received  more  frequent  inspections  and  treatments  as  required. 

Private  properties  are  still  treated  free  to  encourage  reports  of 
the  presence  of  rats  and  mice,  but  it  is  necessary  to  charge  for  busi¬ 
ness  premises. 

Mr.  F.  Matthews,  the  Rodent  Operator  for  both  East  Dean  and 
Lydney  Rural  Districts,  resigned  his  appointment  in  September. 
A  new  operator  was  appointed  for  this  district  only — by  agreement 
between  Lydney  R.D.C. — and  who  would  start  his  duties  in  the 
new  year. 

Milk  and  Dairies. 

During  the  year  51  samples  of  milk  were  taken  of  which  only 
four  were  not  satisfactory. 

Specified  areas  in  which  only  designated  milk  is  retailed  have 
come  to  part  of  Gloucestershire  and  it  is  very  likely  that  the  Forest 
Area  will  become  a  specified  area  in  the  coming  year. 

Factories  Act,  1937. 

Twenty-five  visits  and  inspections  were  made  at  factories  for 
sanitary  accommodation  and  for  fire  escape  exits  as  required  by 
the  above  Act. 

One  fire  escape  certificate  under  Section  34  was  granted. 

Shop  Act,  1950. 

Thirteen  inspections  of  shops  were  carried  out  mainly  for  the 
purpose  of  Section  38,  which  deals  with  the  ventilation,  heating, 
lighting,  washing  and  sanitary  facilities  for  shops. 

Pet  Animal  Act,  1951. 

There  is  only  one  licensed  pet  shop  in  the  district  and  this  is 
being  run  very  satisfactorily  and  a  renewal  licence  was  again  granted. 

Housing. 

A  survey  with  one  of  the  Forestry  Commission  officials  was 
made  at  his  request,  of  some  of  the  Commission’s  houses  in  this 
district.  Most  of  the  houses  were  very  isolated,  in  a  poor  state 
of  repair,  with  water  from  unreliable  sources  and  crude  sanitary 
arrangements.  As  the  expense  of  making  such  houses  suitable 
for  habitation  is  prohibitive  the  Forestry  Commission  are  anxious 
to  demolish  such  houses  as  soon  as  the  occupiers  are  able  to  find 
alternative  accommodation. 

There  are  a  number  of  houses  unfit  which  require  representations 
under  the  Housing  Acts  for  demolition  or  closing  or  to  which  major 
repairs  and  improvements  could  be  carried  out  but  the  occupiers 
must  be  rehoused  first. 
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On  several  occasions  it  was  necessary  to  assist  the  Housing 
Officer  in  short-listing  applicants  for  Council  houses  whenever 
they  become  available. 

The  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954,  came  into  operation 
on  Aug.  1st,  1954.  This  Act  gave  owners  the  opportunity  to  in¬ 
crease  the  rent  of  their  houses  subject  to  certain  conditions  and 
also  set  out  a  new  list  of  sanitary  defects  against  which  houses 
can  be  judged  as  to  their  suitability  for  human  habitation. 

Public  Health. 

One  case  of  a  smoke  nuisance  was  investigated  and  although 
the  best  practical  means  are  being  taken  the  nuisance  will  never  be 
satisfactorily  dealt  with  until  the  old  vertical  boilers  are  substituted 
by  horizontal  boilers. 

Several  dangerous  boundary  walls  of  properties  were  investigated 
and  dealt  with  under  the  Nuisance  Sections  of  the  P.H.  Act.  Simil¬ 
arly  unfenced  pitshafts  again  received  attention. 

Only  in  one  instance  was  it  necessary  to  deal  with  dirty  premises 
after  the  occupier  had  been  moved  to  a  Council  house.  There 
were  seven  cases  of  bed  bug  and  flea  infestations  and  tips  were 
sprayed  for  crickets  and  flies. 

A  few  houses  in  Cinderford  were  being  flooded  during  heavy 
rainstorms  and  upon  investigation  it  was  found  to  be  due  to  hous¬ 
ing  development  on  higher  ground  and  the  surface  water  was 
reaching  the  culvert  at  the  rear  of  the  houses  spontaneously  and 
in  greater  quantity  than  formerly. 

A  very  detailed  survey  was  started  of  all  the  schools  in  the  dis¬ 
trict. 

Food. 

This  year,  advisory  visits  and  inspections  were  477  which  is 
more  than  double  last  year’s  figures  in  respect  of  food  premises. 

In  view  of  the  number  of  premises  which,  in  one  way  or  another 
are  connected  with  food  in  this  district,  a  great  deal  more  time 
should  be  given  to  these  premises. 

The  exposure  of  fruit  and  vegetables  on  the  edge  of  the  high¬ 
ways  is  a  practice  much  to  be  deprecated  and  all  such  sites  in  this 
district  were  told  to  display  only  small  quantities  and  to  protect 
the  rest  of  their  supplies  as  required  by  the  Food  Byelaws. 
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Inspections  and  Visits. 


Milk 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

..  113 

Health 

..  730 

Housing 

..  456 

Factories 

25 

Drainage 

..  418 

Food  and  Drugs 

..  477 

Pests 

61 

Shops 

13 

Water 

..  245 

Slaughterhouse 

..  568 

Caravans 

65 

Refuse 

..  159 

Miscellaneous 

..  239 

Total 

..  3,569 

This  shows  a  59  percentage  increase  on  the  visits  and  inspections 
carried  out  the  previous  year. 


Meat. 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle 

exc. 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Total 

No.  killed 

1,109 

185 

147 

6,511 

3,042 

10,994 

No.  inspected 

1,109 

185 

147 

6,511 

3,042 

10,994 

All  Diseases 

Except  T.B. 

Whole  carcases 

1 

6 

10 

19 

36 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  was  con¬ 
demned 

409 

134 

6 

612 

82 

1,243 

Percentage  of  No. 
inspected  other 
than  T.B.  . . 

36.88 

72.97 

8.1 

9.55 

3.3 

T.B.  Only: — 

Whole  Carcases 

1 

1 

7 

9 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  was  con¬ 
demned 

80 

37 

3 

131 

251 

Percentage  of  No. 
inspected  . . 

7.21 

20.54 

2.7 

— 

4.53 

Total: 

10,994 
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Analysis. 


Heifers 

Casualties 

4 

Others 

671 

Totals 

675 

Cow  heifers 

.  .  - 

— 

— 

Steers 

4 

421 

425 

Bulls 

1 

8 

9 

Cows 

9 

176 

185 

Calves 

11 

136 

147 

Sheep  and  Lambs 

61 

6,450 

6,511 

Pigs 

331 

2,711 

3,042 

Totals 

421 

10,573 

10,994 

Number  of  Animals  Slaughtered  since  1948. 


Year 

Bovine 

Calves 

Sheep  and 
Lambs 

Pigs 

Total 

1948 

942 

929 

5,180 

118 

7,169 

1949 

1,216 

1,135 

5,875 

137 

8,363 

1950 

1,503 

1,489 

8,397 

168 

11,557 

1951 

1,601 

1,814 

6,741 

586 

10,742 

1952 

1,487 

1,420 

5,571 

1,166 

9,644 

1953 

1,500 

975 

4,664 

2,677 

9,816 

1954 

1,294 

147 

6,511 

3,042 

10,994 

Twelve  renewal  licences  to  slaughter  animals  were  granted  under 
the  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933. 

It  was  on  the  3rd  of  July  that  meat  was  officially  derationed  and 
the  Slaughterhouses  Act,  1954,  became  operative.  This  Act  re¬ 
quired  Local  Authorities  to  provide  adequate  slaughtering  facilities 
for  their  district.  There  were  eight  applications  for  private  slaughter¬ 
house  licences  but  as  there  were  25  butchers  in  the  district  this 
meant  that  provision  must  be  made  for  the  remaining  17  butchers. 
It  was  decided  for  a  trial  period  to  provide  the  existing  Ministry 
slaughterhouse  and  as  it  had  previously  served  three  Rural  Districts 
for  14  years  it  could  at  least  provide  adequate  facilities  for  one  of 
the  Districts — East  Dean  district — with  25  butchers’  shops. 


f> 
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Meat  Condemned. 

2  carcases  of  cows 
7  carcases  of  calves 
10  carcases  of  sheep 
26  carcases  of  pigs 
Beef,  part  carcases 
Veal,  part  carcases 
Mutton,  part  carcases 
Pork,  part  carcases 
51  bovine  heads  . . 

79  bovine  lungs 
227  bovine  livers  . . 

295  bovine  part  do. 

4  calf  livers 

619  sheep  livers  . . 

88  pig  livers 

Other  Foods  Condemned. 

Meat,  tins 

Carcase  meat,  beef,  lbs.  . 
Carcase  meat,  mutton,  lbs 
Carcase  meat  pork,  lbs.  . 
Fish,  tins 
Liver,  lbs. 

Corned  beef,  tins  . . 
Vegetables,  tins 
Fruit,  tins 
Margarine,  lbs. 

Milk,  tins 
Cream,  tins 
Mincemeat,  lbs. 

Soup,  tins 

Beefsteak  pudding,  tins  . 
Preserves,  tins 
Salad  cream,  jars  . . 
Orange  curd,  jars  . . 


1,071  lbs. 
536  „ 
351  „ 
2,477  „ 
716  „ 

8  „ 
103  „ 
183  „ 
1,606  „ 
681  „ 
3,072  „ 
2,128  „ 

11  „ 
1,232  „ 


73 

94 

2 

187 

13 

36 

12  (70|  lbs.) 
80 
45 
24 
42 
6 

28 

2 

2 

6 

1 

1 


Moveable  Dwellings. 

There  were  34  licences  granted  during  the  year  to  use  moveable 
dwellings  for  human  habitation  of  which  eighteen  were  new  licences. 

As  a  result  of  new  ownership  of  Court  Farm,  Churcham,  several 
caravans  were  moved  from  this  site  to  places  outside  the  district. 
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WEST  DEAN  RURAL  DISTRICT 


Population  =  17,920  (Registrar  General’s  Estimate)  Area=25,154  acres. 
Number  of  inhabited  houses =5,490. 

Rateable  Value  =  £53,147.  Product  of  Id.  Rate  =  £192  12s.  3d.  (Year  ending 
31st  March,  1954). 

Birth  Rate  =15. 2  live  births  per  1,000  population.  When  this  is  multiplied 
by  the  area  comparability  factor  of  1.06  this  give  a  corrected  rate 
of  16.2. 

Excess  of  births  over  deaths=272 — 215  =  57. 

Death  Rate  =  12.05.  When  this  is  multiplied  by  the  area  comparability  factor 
of  0.98  this  gives  a  corrected  rate  of  11.8. 


Births  and  Infantile  Deaths. 


L 

egitimate 

11 

legitime 

ite 

Totals 

Male 

Fern. 

Total 

Male 

Fern. 

Total 

Male 

Fern. 

Total 

Live  Births  . . 

124 

136 

260 

7 

5 

12 

131 

141 

272 

Still  Births  . . 

— 

4 

4 

— 

1 

1 

— 

5 

5 

Deaths  under 

1  Year 

4 

3 

7 

1 

1 

2 

5 

4 

9 

Deaths  under 

4  weeks  . . 

2 

2 

4 

— 

— 

2 

2 

4 

Housing  Progress. 


I  am  grateful  to 

Mr.  A.  L.  Luker,  the  Housing  Officer,  for  the 

following  table. 

Council  Houses  built  in 
1954  Pre-War 

Post  War 

Total 

Parish 

Coleford 

43  166 

124 

290 

English  Bicknor 

—  8 

20 

28 

Staunton 

—  — 

4 

4 

Newland 

—  48 

2 

50 

Lydbrook 

—  68 

62 

130 

West  Dean 

62  302 

319 

621 

105  592 

531 

1,123 

Of  the  houses  built  in  1954,  34  of  those  built  in  the  Coleford 
Parish  and  28  of  those  built  in  the  West  Dean  Parish  were  Cornish 
Unit  type  and  the  rest  were  traditional. 

Private  Houses. 

Twenty-nine  private  houses  were  completed  during  the  year 
making  a  total  of  96  in  the  post-war  period. 
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Causes  of  Deaths. 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory  system 

4 

— 

4 

Other  forms  of  tuberculosis  . . 

— 

— 

— 

Syphilitic  disease 

— 

— 

— 

Cancer  and  other  malignant  neoplasms 

20 

14 

34 

Diabetes 

— 

— 

Vascular  disease  of  the  nervous  system 

9 

15 

24 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

26 

8 

34 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

1 

1 

2 

Other  heart  disease  . . 

22 

34 

56 

Other  circulatory  disease 

7 

4 

11 

Influenza 

— 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

3 

1 

4 

Bronchitis 

4 

4 

8 

Other  diseases  of  the  respiratory  system  . . 

9 

1 

10 

Ulcer  of  the  stomach  and  duodenum 

— 

— 

— 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

— 

— 

— 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

2 

1 

3 

Hyperplasia  of  the  prostate  . . 

4 

— 

4 

Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion 

— 

— 

— 

Congenital  malformations  . . 

2 

1 

3 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

7 

4 

11 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

1 

1 

2 

All  other  accidents 

2 

1 

3 

Suicide 

— 

1 

1 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

123 

92 

215 

Population,  Number  of  Houses  and  Mains  Water  Supply. 


Parish 

Estimated 

Population 

Number  Properties 

of  connected  to 

Dwellings  mains  water 

West  Dean  Parish 

. .  10,475 

3,171 

2,383 

Coleford 

3,200 

1,015 

896 

English  Bicknor 

511 

148 

113 

Lydbrook 

1,492 

549 

348 

Joys  Green 

931 

303 

282 

Lydbrook  Parish 

•  •  (2,423) 

(762) 

(630) 

Clearwell 

744 

215 

143 

Redbrook 

378 

120 

94 

Total  Newland  Parish  . . 

..  (1,122) 

(335) 

(237) 

Staunton 

189 

59 

53 

Total  R.D. 

•  • 

..  17,920 

5,580 

4,312 
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MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH’S  SANITARY  NOTES 
Water  Supply. 

The  new  Limekiln  Pool  Spring  Supply  at  Lydbrook  has  elim¬ 
inated  fear  of  any  shortage.  Chemical  and  bacteriological  analyses 
were  carried  out  and  were  satisfactory. 

Unfortunately  the  polluted  stream  near  the  springs  overflowed 
into  the  collecting  reservoir  during  the  heavy  storms  in  November. 
The  possibility  of  this  happening  had  been  foreseen  by  the  former 
Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  Y.  G.  Hudson,  and  the  bank  bordering 
the  stream  had  been  raised  on  his  suggestion. 

Sewerage. 

Good  progress  was  made  with  the  Scheme  to  sewer  Berry  Hill. 
Although  most  of  Coleford  town  is  now  connected  to  the  sewer, 
the  Whitecliff  stream  is  even  more  polluted  than  it  was  when  it 
took  the  Town’s  sewage.  This  is  because  Carter’s  Factory  is  not 
connected  to  the  sewer  but  runs  its  sewage  and  industrial  waste  into 
the  stream  after  very  little  treatment.  The  Council  is  being  advised 
by  their  Consulting  Engineers  on  the  conditions  necessary  to 
accept  this  effluent  into  the  sewer.  There  are  many  sewerage  prob¬ 
lems  in  the  Rural  District.  Broadwell,  Bream  and  Lydbrook 
badly  need  to  be  sewered.  There  is  a  large  number  of  septic  tanks 
often  upon  ground  which  will  not  allow  drainage.  A  number  of 
the  Council’s  houses  have  serious  disposal  problems.  Added  to 
this  there  are  a  number  of  small  works  serving  the  various  small 
housing  estates,  which  are  often  sited  near  the  houses  and  which 
require  a  great  deal  of  attention. 

Swimming  Baths. 

There  are  no  swimming  baths  in  the  area  except  the  small  Clear- 
well  pool.  The  need  for  a  pool  to  serve  the  Coleford  area  especially 
is  very  great. 

Housing  Acts,  Demolition  and  Clearance  Orders. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  Inspector’s  report  that  there  were  105 
properties  standing  which  are  subject  to  Demolition  and  Clearance 
Orders,  and  that  21  of  these  were  occupied  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
To  carry  out  the  provisions  of  the  Housing  Acts  in  relation  to 
these  properties  is  a  very  special  problem  in  this  District. 

Representations  were  made  in  respect  of  no  less  than  39  properties 
during  the  year  and  the  fate  of  these  is  given  in  the  Inspector’s 
report. 

SURVEYOR’S  REPORT 

Mr.  H.  Parks  reports  as  follows: — 

Rainfall. 

The  total  rainfall  for  1954  amounted  to  44.36  ins.  which,  com¬ 
pared  with  29.9  ins.  for  1953,  is  obviously  a  considerable  increase. 
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1  made  reference  in  my  report  for  1953  to  the  danger  of  con¬ 
tamination  of  supplies  in  times  of  heavy  storms,  arising  from 
surcharged  sewers,  concentrated  run-off  and  the  like.  The  con¬ 
ditions  in  1954  have  been  no  better  in  that  respect,  as  will  be  appre¬ 
ciated  when  it  is  known  that  for  the  first  five  months  of  1954  the 
total  rainfall  was  no  more  than  10.22  ins.  whilst  in  June  the  total 
for  that  month  alone  was  7.79  ins.  Fortunately  the  dry  state 
of  the  ground  tended  to  minimise  the  possible  effects  from  sur¬ 
charging  and  excessive  run-off. 

The  last  seven  months  of  1954  shows  a  rainfall  of  not  less  than 
34.16  ins.,  being  more  or  less  evenly  experienced  throughout  the 
whole  of  the  seven  months  with  the  exception  of  November,  when 
the  total  for  the  month  amounted  to  7.32  ins. 

The  effect  of  the  concentrated  rainstorms  in  November  was  such 
that  a  heavily  polluted  brook  adjacent  to  the  water  supply  under¬ 
taking  at  Lydbrook  overflowed  its  banks,  and  for  a  short  period 
gained  access  to  the  pumping  station  suction  tanks,  of  which 
more  will  be  said  later. 

Supply  Statistics. 

The  total  amount  of  water  pumped  during  1954  amounted  to 
202,967,000  gallons,  of  which  144,502,000  gallons  were  obtained 
from  Lydbrook  and  the  remainder  from  Redbrook.  This  gives 
an  increase  of  55,538,000  gallons  over  the  figure  for  1953. 

This  considerable  increase  is  accounted  for  largely  by  the  bulk 
supplies  to  East  Dean  Rural  District  Council,  and  also  to  some 
extent  to  the  considerable  number  of  new  Council  and  other  houses 
which  have  been  erected  during  the  course  of  the  year. 

The  average  consumption  per  head  of  population  for  1954 
amounted  to  26.5  gallons  perhead  per  day,  as  against  23  gallons 
for  1953.  On  this  matter  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  during  Febru¬ 
ary  and  early  March,  when  severe  frost  was  experienced,  the  average 
consumption  per  head  per  day  reached  29  gallons,  and  though 
a  large  proportion  of  this  increase  may  be  accounted  for  by  burst 
pipes  it  is  also  a  sad  fact  that  there  are  still  far  too  many  people 
who  believe  that  in  leaving  their  tap  running  during  frost  it  will 
prevent  the  pipe  from  freezing  up. 

Works  Carried  Out  at  Pumping  Stations. 

The  main  achievement  here  is  in  relation  to  the  Lydbrook  Pump¬ 
ing  Station  at  which  the  suction  tank  formed  round  the  springs 
has  been  covered  over  with  galvanised  steel  trusses  and  corrugated 
bitumen  sheathed  sheeting.  This  work  was  carried  out  to  prevent 
the  growth  of  algae  and  appears  to  have  been  completely  success¬ 
ful. 

Mention  has  been  made  earlier  in  this  report  regarding  the  over¬ 
flow  of  the  adjacent  brook  at  the  Lydbrook  Pumping  Station, 
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and  when  this  happened  the  station  was  shut  down  pending  the 
despatch  and  receipt  of  a  report  on  samples  taken  both  from  the 
suction  tanks  and  the  Eddy’s  Lane  storage  reservoir. 

The  supply  was  maintained  from  the  Redbrook  Pumping  Station 
for  a  period  of  three  days,  when  reports  then  received  from  the 
Analyst  proved  the  water  from  the  Lydbrook  Station  to  be  satis¬ 
factory,  and  the  station  was  again  put  into  operation. 

At  the  Redbrook  Pumping  Station  trouble  was  experienced  from 
the  growth  of  roots  in  the  collecting  galleries  of  some  of  the  springs, 
causing  chokage  and  a  reduction  in  available  yield,  but  once  these 
were  cleared  the  conditions  were  restored  to  normal. 

It  has  not  yet  been  possible  to  complete  all  the  details  for  the 
proposed  installation  of  cholorinating  apparatus  for  Redbrook, 
but  the  matter  is  still  being  investigated. 

Distribution  Details. 

During  the  year  the  two  main  reservoirs,  i.e.  Eddy’s  Lane  and 
Staunton,  have  been  thoroughly  cleaned  out  and  sterilised  together 
also  with  the  storage  reservoir  at  Knockalls. 

The  Council  have  now  almost  completed  the  erection  of  a  new 
steel  water  tower  of  12,000  gallons  capacity  at  Yorkley,  to  work 
in  conjunction  with  the  existing  6,000  gallons  concrete  storage 
tower. 

Main  extensions  have  been  completed  during  the  year  both  for 
private  existing  houses  and  for  new  Council  houses  development. 
One  of  the  schemes  to  existing  properties  was  for  the  supply  of 
mains  water  to  farm  premises. 

There  are  still  many  parts  of  the  district  where  isolated  houses 
or  small  groups  of  houses  have  not  yet  the  enjoyment  of  a  piped 
supply,  but  within  financial  limits  the  Council  are  undertaking  a 
certain  programme  of  works  each  year. 

The  West  Dean  Council  have  agreed,  with  Ministerial  permission, 
to  afford  a  bulk  supply  to  the  East  Dean  Rural  District  Council 
at  Viney  Hill,  and  once  the  new  tower  at  Yorkley  is  completed 
there  is  no  reason  why  this  arrangement  should  not  be  brought 
about. 

One  other  effect  of  the  torrential  rainfall  in  November  earlier 
commented  on,  was  a  minor  landslip  in  the  Reddings  vicinity 
and  Joys  Green,  which  fractured  some  of  this  Council’s  commu¬ 
nication  pipes. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 


Mr.  W.  T.  Bebb  reports  as  follows: — 

Housing. 

(a)  Action  under  Section  II  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  demo¬ 
lition  orders  were  made  . .  . .  . .  . .  11 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  under¬ 
takings  were  accepted 

(a)  That  the  houses  would  cease  to  be  used  for  human 

habitation  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

(b)  That  the  houses  would  be  rendered  fit  to  the  satis¬ 
faction  of  the  L.  A.  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  17 

(iii)  .Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  under¬ 

takings  were  cancelled  after  necessary  work  had  been 
completed  and  houses  rendered  fit  . .  . .  . .  2 

(iv)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  (account  is 
taken  only  of  the  22  houses  on  which  demolition 
orders  have  been  made  during  the  past  two  years)  .  Nil 

(b)  Action  under  Section  II  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936, 
amended  by  Section  10  of  the  Local  Government 
(Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act,  1953: 

(i)  Number  of  Dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Clos¬ 
ing  Orders  were  made  in  lieu  of  Demolition  Orders  3 

(c)  Action  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936: 

Part  of  dwelling  houses  closed  . .  . .  . .  Nil 

Very  little  progress  has  been  made  during  the  past  twelve  months 
with  the  clearance  of  houses  subject  to  demolition  or  clearance 
orders.  These  cottages,  many  of  which  have  been  derelict  for 
as  long  as  21  years,  are  scattered  throughout  the  Rural  Area  in 
various  stages  of  dilapidation  or  demolition  and  detract  a  great 
deal  from  the  natural  beauty  of  the  Forest  of  Dean. 

Eleven  of  these  condemned  cottages  were  vacated  during  the 
year  and  seventeen  were  demolished. 

The  present  position  is  as  follows: — 

Unoccupied  Occupied 

(a)  Houses  subject  to  demolition  orders  . .  45  10 

(b)  Houses  subject  to  clearance  orders  . .  35  6 

(c)  Houses  subject  to  undertakings  not  to  re-let  4  5 

(d)  Houses  subject  to  closing  orders  . .  . .  3  Nil 

Four  Abatement  Notices  affecting  three  properties  were  served 
under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

The  necessary  work  at  one  of  these  properties,  and  three  on  which 
notices  were  outstanding  from' 1953,  was  completed  by  the  end  of 
the  year. 
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WATER  SUPPLY 


Eighty-four  samples  of  water  were  taken  during  the  year  and 
submitted  for  bacteriological  examination.  Results  were  as  follows : 


Main  Supply. 


Source 

No.  of 

samples 

taken 

No. 

Satis¬ 

factory 

No. 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

Spring  serving  Redbrook  supply 
(Before  chlorination) 

10 

6 

4 

Limekiln  Pool  Springs  (Before 
chlorination) 

5 

5 

Nil 

Limekiln  Pool  Springs  (After  chlor¬ 
ination) 

1 

1 

Nil 

Direct  from  taps  on  main  supply  . . 

15 

15 

Nil 

Other  Sources. 


No.  of 

No. 

No. 

samples 

Satis- 

Unsatis- 

Source 

taken 

factory 

factory 

Public  Wells  . . 

49 

25 

24 

Private  Springs  or  Wells 

4 

1 

3 

Twenty-eight  public  wells  are  still  in  use  although  mains  exten¬ 
sions  were  carried  out  during  the  year  with  the  object  of  discontinu¬ 
ing  the  use  of  two  of  them  from  which  consistently  bad  results 
were  being  obtained  from  the  samples  taken. 

The  number  of  properties  now  obtaining  their  supply  of  water 
from  public  wells  is  135  as  compared  with  155  in  1953,  and  of 
these  the  number  with  no  main  available  has  dropped  from  80 
in  1953  to  63  in  1954. 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES 

Registration  of  persons  distributing  milk. 

Number  on  register  at  beginning  of  1954  ..  13 

Removed  from  register  during  year  . .  . .  2 

Total  distributions  at  end  of  year  . .  . .  11 

The  number  of  producer-retailers  also  dropped  from  35  to  33 
in  1954. 

Apart  from  four  dairymen,  who  retail  very  small  quantities  of 
milk,  and  who,  because  they  use  only  one  delivery  bucket,  do  not 
transfer  milk  in  the  street,  all  milk  now  sold  in  the  area  is  bottled 
before  delivery  to  the  consumer. 

This  is  a  big  step  forward  as  last  year  the  bulk  of  milk  sold  in 
West  Dean  was  sold  loose  from  churns  and  delivery  buckets. 
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Another  pleasing  feature  is  that  whereas  twelve  months  ago  the 
bulk  of  the  milk  sold  was  “ordinary”  milk,  by  far  the  greater 
portion  is  now  either  “pasteurised”  or  “Tuberculin  Tested.” 

Registration  of  premises  used  as  dairies. 

Number  on  register  at  beginning  of  1954  . .  6 

Removed  from  register  during  year  . .  . .  1 

Total  registered  dairies  at  end  of  year  . .  5 

Licences  authorising  the  use  of  Special  Designations  were  issued 


as  follows: — 

(a)  The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised 
and  Sterilised  Milk),  Regulations,  1949: 

(i)  Dealers  . .  . .  . .  . .  5 

(ii)  Supplementary  . .  .  .  . .  5 

(b)  The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Raw  Milk) 
Regulations,  1949: 

(i)  Dealers  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

(ii)  Supplementary  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 


In  addition  twelve  producer-retailers  distribute  tuberculin 
tested  milk  in  the  area. 

Sampling. 

A  total  of  90  samples  of  milk  were  collected  and  submitted  for 
examination  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Newport. 


Results  were  as  follows: — 


Methylene  Blue 

Raw  Milk 

Test 

Past.  N 

lilk 

Phosphat 

Past. 

e  Test 

Milk 

S.  U. 

S. 

U. 

S. 

U. 

51  7 

30 

1 

30 

1 

As  a  matter  of  routine  all  raw  milks  submitted  to  the  Newport 
Laboratory  are  tested  for  the  presence  of  tubercle  bacilli.  Not 
one  of  the  58  samples  submitted  was  found  to  be  positive. 

No  tests  for  the  presence  of  Brucella  Abortus  were  carried  out. 

Food  Premises. 

It  had  still  not  been  possible,  by  the  end  of  the  year,  to  inspect 
all  food  premises  in  the  area. 

The  follow  up  of  notices  which  it  was  found  necessary  to  serve 
on  the  owners  of  practically  every  property  where  food  was  pre¬ 
pared,  sold  or  stored,  together  with  all  the  other  work  of  the  De¬ 
partment,  made  it  an  exceedingly  slow  process. 
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Practically  all  the  butchers’  shops  now  comply  with  the  provisions 
of  Section  13  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  and  a  considerable  amount 
of  work  has  been  done  to  other  food  premises  in  order  to  bring 
them  up  to  a  reasonable  standard.  Three  fried  fish  shops  were 
closed  rather  than  face  the  expense  of  the  installation  of  mains 
water,  a  sink  and  the  other  requirements  of  Section  13. 

Ice  Cream. 

Registration  of  Premises  for  the  Sale,  Storage  or  Manufacture  of 


Ice  Cream. 

Number  on  register  at  beginning  of  1954  .  .  56 

Removed  from  register  after  service  of  necessary 
notices  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  13 

Added  to  register  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  14 

Total  registered  premises  . .  . .  . .  57 


It  was  necessary  to  remove  the  13  premises  from  the  register 
because  in  most  cases  they  were  now  being  used  for  some  purpose 
other  than  the  sale,  etc.,  of  food.  In  no  case  did  they  comply  with 
Section  13. 

It  was  necessary  also  to  warn  eight  owners  that  unless  their 
premises  were  brought  up  to  the  required  standard,  their  registra¬ 
tions  would  be  cancelled.  Two  of  these  owners  have  still  not  carried 
out  the  necessary  work. 

Sampling. 

Forty-two  samples  of  ice-cream  were  taken  and  submitted  to 
the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Newport,  for  examination  by  the 
Methylene  Blue  Test. 

Results  were  as  follows: — 

Grades :  I  II  III  IV 

28  13  Nil  1 


MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION 
Slaughterhouses. 

Five  applications  were  received,  after  the  decontrol  of  meat  in 
July,  for  licences  to  use  premises,  previously  used  prior  to  1939, 
for  the  slaughter  of  animals  for  human  consumption. 

One  licence  was  granted  to  the  owner  of  premises  which  were 
considered  to  be  reasonably  satisfactory,  but  the  other  four  applica¬ 
tions  were  withdrawn  after  the  applicants  had  been  supplied  with 
details  of  the  works  they  would  be  required  to  carry  out  before 
licences  could  be  granted. 
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The  licensed  slaughterhouse,  although  capable  of  dealing  with 
practically  all  the  home  killed  meat  needed  in  West  Dean  has  not 
been  utilised  to  the  full,  and  most  of  the  butchers  continue  to 
obtain  their  meat  from  the  slaughterhouse  at  Cinderford. 

The  number  of  animals  killed  was  as  follows: — 

Beasts  Calves  Swine  Sheep  and  Lambs 

60  14  56  246 

An  100%  inspection  of  animals  killed  was  carried  out. 

Pvleat  and  other  Foods. 

The  quantity  of  food  condemned  at  shops  and  other  food  premises 
was: — 

681  lbs.  of  carcase  meat,  mainly  for  bone  taint. 

136  tins  of  assorted  foodstuffs. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933. 

Sixteen  licences  to  slaughter  animals  were  granted  under  the  Act 
during  1954. 

Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Rag  and  Bone  Dealers  (Sec.  154). 

Action  was  taken  in  the  local  magistrates’  court  against  two 
brothers  found  exchanging  balloons  for  rags  with  children  under 
the  age  of  14  years. 

Caravan  Sites. 

Sixteen  licences  were  granted  under  Section  269  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936,  to  use  parcels  of  land  for  a  total  of  18  caravans. 

Petroleum  and  Calcium  Carbide. 

Premises  licensed  in  1954  for  the  keeping  of  petroleum  spirit 


and  calcium  carbide  were : — 

Petroleum  Spirit  . .  . .  . .  63 

Calcium  Carbide  . .  . .  28 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 

Number  of  properties  inspected  . .  . .  3134 

Number  found  to  be  infested  by  rats  . .  . .  101 

Number  found  to  be  infested  by  mice  .  .  42 

Number  of  infestations  treated  by: 

(a)  Operator  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  139 

(b)  By  reference  to  A.E.C.  .  .  .  .  4 
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LYDNEY  RURAL  DISTRICT 

Population  =  12,070  (Registrar  General’s  Estimate)  Area=25,544  acres. 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  =  3,323. 

Rateable  Value  =  £5 1,296.  Product  of  Id.  Rate=£194  4s.  Id.  (at  31st  March). 
Birth  Rate  =  14. 5  live  births  per  1,000  population.  When  this  is  multiplied 
by  the  area  comparability  factor  of  1.12  this  gives  a  corrected 
rate  of  16.2. 

Excess  of  Births  over  Deaths  =  175 — 131=44. 

Death  Rate  =  10. 85  deaths  per  1,000  population.  When  this  is  multiplied  by 
the  area  comparability  factor  of  1.03  this  gives  a  corrected  rate 
of  11.2. 


Births  and  Infantile  Deaths. 


L 

.egitima 

£e 

11 

legitime 

ite 

Totals 

Male 

Fern. 

Total 

Male 

Fern. 

Total 

Male 

Fern. 

Total 

Live  Births  . . 

80 

88 

168 

2 

5 

7 

82 

93 

175 

Still  Births  . . 
Deaths  of 
Infants  under 

2 

2 

2 

2 

1  year 
Deaths  of 
Infants  under 

1 

3 

4 

1 

3 

4 

4  weeks  . . 

— 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

3 

Causes  of  Deaths. 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory  system 

1 

— 

1 

Other  forms  of  tuberculosis  . . 

— 

— 

— 

Syphilitic  disease 

1 

— 

1 

Cancer  and  other  malignant  neoplasms 

10 

10 

20 

Diabetes 

— 

1 

1 

Vascular  diseases  of  the  nervous  system  . . 

6 

10 

16 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

14 

6 

20 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

4 

2 

6 

Other  heart  disease  . . 

17 

12 

29 

Other  circulatory  disease 

3 

1 

4 

Influenza 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

3 

— 

3 

Bronchitis 

4 

— 

4 

Other  diseases  of  the  respiratory  system  . . 

1 

— 

1 

Ulcer  of  the  stomach  and  duodenum 

— 

— 

— 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

— 

— 

— 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

1 

1 

2 

Hyperplasia  of  the  prostate  . . 

1 

— 

1 

Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion 

— 

— 

— 

Congenital  malformations  . . 

— 

2 

2 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

6 

5 

11 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

— 

— 

— 

All  other  accidents 

4 

4 

8 

Suicide 

— 

1 

1 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

76 

55 

131 

34 


Population,  Number  of  Houses  and  Mains  Water  Supply. 


Properties  connected 

Estimated  Number  of  to  mains  supply 


Parish 

Population 

Houses 

(i)  direct  (ii)  standpipe 

Lydney  . . 

5,078 

1,496 

1,412 

Tidenham 

2,591 

797 

562 

12 

St.  Briavels 

1,062 

358 

8 

Aylburton 

777 

229 

151 

Woolaston 

791 

239 

129 

13 

Hewelsfield 

463 

135 

39 

Alvington 

438 

119 

92 

5 

*11,200 

3,373 

2,393 

30 

*This  is  870  less  than  the  Registrar  General’s  Estimate  of  12,070  in  order  to 
allow  for  the  personnel  and  apprentices  at  the  Beachley  Army  Apprentices’ 
School. 


Housing  Progress. 

I  am  grateful  to  Mr. 

Spratt,  the  Surveyor,  for 

the  following 

table: — 

Council 

Houses 

Pre-War 

Post  War 

Built  in 

and  up  to 

including 

1954 

1946 

1954 

Total 

Lydney 

34 

235 

216 

451 

Tidenham 

6 

50 

108 

158 

St.  Briavels 

6 

8 

10 

18 

Aylburton 

— 

8 

18 

26 

Woolaston 

— 

12 

22 

34 

Hewelsfield 

— 

6 

4 

10 

Alvington 

— 

14 

15 

29 

46 

333 

393 

726 

Private  Houses. 

Twenty-one  private  houses  were  built  during  the  year  making 
88  during  the  post-war  period. 

MEDICAL  OFFICER’S  OF  HEALTH’S  SANITARY  NOTES 
Water  Supply. 

Good  progress  was  made  with  the  High  Level  Scheme  to  supply 
St.  Briavels  and  Hewlesfield  from  the  new  borehole.  Permission 
to  proceed  with  the  further  scheme  is  urgently  needed  so  that  Lyd- 
ney  will  no  longer  need  to  depend,  partly  on  the  impure  Tufts  Level 
Supply  and  a  large  part  of  the  Woolaston  Parish  will  have  a  satis¬ 
factory  supply.  Two  samples  were  taken  from  the  mains  in  Lydney, 
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one  from  the  Ferneyley  Supply  which  was  reported  on  as  satis¬ 
factory  and  one  from  the  Tufts  Supply  which  was  reported  on  as 
contaminated. 

Three  samples  were  taken  from  supplies  in  the  Woolaston  Parish, 
one  from  the  village  supply  which  was  reported  on  as  contaminated, 
one  from  the  Woodside  supply  which  showed  heavy  contamination 
and  one  from  Parkhill  Pump  showed  gross  contamination  after 
repair  and  cleansing. 

St.  Briavels. 

A  sample  from  each  of  the  two  standpipes  (Jubilee  and  Cross 
Keys)  were  reported  on  as  satisfactory. 

Tidenham. 

This  Parish  has  the  Chepstow  Water  Company  Supply  which  is 
uniformly  pure.  The  one  sample  taken  gave  a  satisfactory  report. 
The  upper  and  scattered  parts  of  the  parish  are  not  supplied. 

Swimming  Pools. 

Bathurst  Swimming  Pool,  Lydney.  This  is  a  small  bath  which  is 
very  much  used  and  equipped  with  chlorination,  filtration  and 
aeration  apparatus.  One  sample  of  the  water  showed  slight  con¬ 
tamination  but  a  subsequent  one  was  satisfactory. 

Beachley  Swimming  Pool.  This  is  a  pool  which  is  filled  with  chlor¬ 
inated  sea  water.  Two  samples  of  the  water  were  reported  on  as 
satisfactory. 

Housing  Act,  1936,  Section  II. 

Representations  were  made  with  regard  to  five  properties.  In 
two  cases  Closing  Orders  were  made  and  in  the  other  three  cases 
offers  to  do  repairs  were  accepted. 

Sewerage. 

Lydney  alone  of  the  parishes  is  properly  sewered.  The  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  Aylburton  Scheme  is  awaited.  The  central  parts  of  the 
villages  of  Alvington  and  St.  Briavels  badly  need  to  be  sewered. 
The  sewering  of  the  built-up  parts  of  the  Tidenham  Parish  is  becom¬ 
ing  urgent  and  were  it  not  for  the  fact  that  the  sub-soil  is  limestone 
this  would  have  been  necessary  long  ago. 

The  number  of  small  sewage  works  to  serve  the  Council  house 
estates  is  becoming  a  problem.  These  works  are  often  situated  near 
or  even  in  a  village  and  are  often  a  source  of  complaint  even  when 
they  are  functioning  properly.  1  trust  that  it  will  not  be  many  years 
before  those  at  Alvington,  Aylburton,  St.  Briavels  and  Woolaston 
are  removed  and  the  properties  connected  to  main  sewers  and 
suitably  sited  works. 
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ENGINEER  AND  SURVEYOR’S  REPORT 


WATER  SUPPLY 


Mr.  H.  I.  Spratt  reports  as  follows: — 

Lydney  Main  Supply. 


The  water  for  the  supply  is  from  two  sources:  Ferneyley  Springs 
is  pumped  to  the  reservoir  at  Aylburton  Common  at  a  level  of 
460  O.D.  and  Tufts  Level  is  a  gravity  supply  used  for  the  lower 
areas  of  the  town  and  the  main  industrial  consumers. 

The  estimated  supply  is  as  follows: — 


Yield  of  Ferneyley  Springs  during  the 
year 

Amount  utilised 
Amount  run  to  waste 
Water  used  from  Tufts  Level 


114,770,000  gallons 
70,536,000  „ 

44,234,000  „ 

36,000,000  „ 


Tufts  Level  again  provided  part  of  the  supply  to  the  town  and 
no  serious  trouble  was  experienced,  but  under  the  circumstances 
it  is  difficult  to  maintain  the  required  yield.  Discolouration  occurs 
in  the  mains,  caused  by  the  heavy  demand  of  the  industries,  and 
inadequacy  of  the  existing  mains.  The  scouring  of  the  water  causes 
the  discolouration. 

A  small  private  supply  provides  water  to  the  majority  of  the 
houses  in  Aylburton  village,  but  the  Housing  Estate  and  Lower 
Common  are  supplied  from  Ferneyley  Springs.  Now  that  main 
drainage  is  being  provided  at  Aylburton  the  private  supply  will 
be  inadequate  for  the  increased  demand.  New  mains  are  included 
in  the  comprehensive  scheme,  but  the  approval  of  the  Ministry 
of  Housing  and  Local  Government  is  awaited.  It  would  be  a 
material  advantage  to  the  householders  if  it  were  possible  to  carry 
out  new  water  mains  and  sewers  at  the  same  time. 

Netherend  and  Woolaston  is  supplied  from  springs  at  Woolaston 
Common  and  there  was  no  period  of  shortage.  The  housing  de¬ 
velopment  in  Severn  View  Road  will  tax  the  capacity  of  the  exist¬ 
ing  mains  and  it  will  be  advisable  to  increase  the  size  of  this  main. 

Alvington  is  supplied  by  Ferneyley,  and  the  4  in.  link  has  been 
extended  through  the  main  street  to  Woolaston,  water  could  now 
be  supplied  to  Woolaston  if  required. 

Tidenham  and  Beachley  are  supplied  by  Chepstow  Water  Com¬ 
pany  but  the  council  houses  at  Stroat  and  Hewelsfield  have  small 
piped  supplies.  Brockweir  supply  has  been  adequate  and  samples 
taken  were  satisfactory. 

The  small  piped  supply  at  St.  Briavels  will  remain  in  operation 
until  the  mains  are  available,  but  the  continuance  of  the  housing 
programme  is  severely  taxing  this  limited  supply  but  fortunately 
its  end  should  now  be  in  the  forseeable  future. 
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The  remainder  of  the  district  is  supplied  from  wells  and  springs 
and  in  a  few  cases  rain  water  tanks. 

The  yield  from  Ferneyley  was  adequate  and  there  arose  no  neces¬ 
sity  to  draw  water  from  the  boreholes,  although  these  pumps  are 
run  at  regular  intervals. 

During  the  year  the  Council  accepted  a  tender  amounting  to 
£72,975  17s.  6d.  for  the  High  Level  supply  to  St.  Briavels  and  Hewels- 
field  and  the  work  was  commenced.  Involved  in  this  work  is  a 
new  pumping  station  at  Rodmore  and  170,000  gallon  reservoir  at 
Harthill,  and  in  addition  the  larger  main  from  Aylburton  to  Lydney. 
All  steps  were  taken  to  ask  the  Minister  to  give  authority  to  go  to 
tender  on  the  remainder  of  the  scheme,  but  at  the  close  of  the  year 
no  authorisation  had  been  received. 

Although  it  may  be  necessary  on  account  of  the  limitations  on 
capital  investment  to  phase  works  of  this  magnitutude  a  number  of 
small  contracts  does  increase  the  total  costs. 

The  Allastone  Booster  which  was  commissioned  at  the  end  of 
last  year,  has  very  much  improved  the  supply  to  this  area. 

It  can  only  be  hoped  that  the  Minister  will  give  an  early  consent 
for  the  Council  to  go  to  tender  on  the  remainder  of  the  compre¬ 
hensive  scheme,  and  when  this  is  completed,  there  will  be  a  back¬ 
bone  of  mains  throughout  the  district,  and  consideration  can 
then  be  given  to  the  extensions  required  to  serve  some  of  the  smaller 
communities. 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 
Mr.  W.  M.  Richards  reports  as  follows:— 

HOUSING 

Demolition  and  Closing  Orders.  Houses 

(1)  Housing  Act,  1936: 

(a)  Houses  demolished  as  a  result  of  formal  or  informal 

procedure  under  Section  11  . .  . .  . .  . .  0 

(b)  Houses  closed  in  pursuance  of  an  Undertaking  given 

by  the  Owners  under  Section  11,  and  still  in  force  . .  5 

(c)  Parts  of  buildings  closed  (Section  12)  . .  . .  . .  1 

(2)  Housing  Act,  1949: 

(a)  Closing  Orders  made  under  Section  3(1)  . .  . .  0 

(b)  Demolition  Orders  determined  and  Closing  Orders 

substituted  under  Section  3  (2)  . .  . .  . .  0 

(3)  Local  Government  (Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act,  1953: 

Closing  Orders  made  under  Section  10  (1)  . .  . .  0 

Repairs. 

Informal  Action 

(4)  Number  of  unfit  or  defective  houses  rendered  fit  during  the 

period  as  a  result  of  informal  action  by  the  local  authority 
under  the  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts  . .  . .  . .  12 
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Action  under  Statutory  Powers 


(5)  Public  Health  Acts. 


Number  of  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after 
service  of  formal  notices: — 

(a)  by  owners  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  17 

(b)  by  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  . .  . .  0 

(6)  Housing  Act,  1936. 

Number  of  houses  made  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices 
(Sections  9,  10,  11  and  16) 

(a)  by  owners  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  0 

(b)  by  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  . .  . .  0 

Note: — A  defective  house  remedied  more  than  once  during  the 
period  is  included  once  only. 


Few  of  the  overcrowded  cases  investigated  were  relieved.  Licences 
to  occupy  seven  condemned  properties  were  again  issued  for  six- 
monthly  periods. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936  (SECTIONS  268,  69) 
Licences  granted  during  the  Year. 

(a)  To  use  Land  as  sites  for  Moveable  Dwellings 

(b)  To  use  or  station  and  use  a  Moveable  Dwelling 

(c)  Renewal  of  licences 

(d)  Application  for  licence  refused 

(e)  Licences  cancelled  (no  applications  for  renewal) 

Number  on  the  Register: — Lydney  7;  Alvington  1;  Wool- 

aston  1 ;  Tidenham  3;  Hewelsfield  2;  St.  Briavels  1  . . 


0 

3 

12 

0 

3 

15 


WATER  SUPPLY 

Fifty-five  Water  Samples  taken  from  various  sources  were  sub¬ 
mitted  for  analysis  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  County  Hall, 
Newport,  Mon. 

Piped  supplies  . .  . .  . .  . .  29 

Public  Wells  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Swimming  Pools  . .  . .  . .  7 

Colne  Brock  and  Ferneyley  Stream  5 


Total 

Summary  of  Reports. 

Bacteriologically  satisfactory 
Slight  contamination  . . 
Heavy  contamination 
Gross  contamination  . . 


43 


15 

14 

6 

8  Total  43 


Samples  taken  for  Free  Chlorine  . .  12 
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Bathurst  Swimming  Pool. 

The  examination  of  two  samples  show  slight  contamination 
with  coliform  bacteria  of  the  “faecal”  and  “non-faecal”  types. 
(Free  Residual  Chlorine  2.0  ppm.) 

Reachley  Swimming  Pool. 

Two  samples  bacteriologically  satisfactory,  (two  samples.)  Free 
Residual  Chlorine  0.01  ppm. 

Public  Wells. 

Improvements  were  carried  out  to  six  public  wells  in  the  parishes 
of  Tidenham,  Woolaston  and  St.  Rriavels. 

Disinfection. 

Number  of  premises  disinfected:  Tuberculosis  . .  6 

Other  Diseases  1 4 

Verminous  . .  4 

Total  . .  24 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES  REGULATIONS,  1949 

Dairies  not  at  farm  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Distributors  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  18 


Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk) 
Regulations,  1949 — 54. 

Licences  granted  by  the  County  Council  . .  . .  . .  2 

Licences  granted  by  the  Council  to  use  the  special  designation 
“Pasteurised”  in  relation  to  milk  sold  from  Sedbury  Dairies 
T Id .  . .  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  «.  2 

Licences  granted  by  the  Council  to  use  the  special  designation 
“Tuberculin  Tested”  Milk  (Pasteurised)  . .  . .  . .  5 

Fifty-five  samples  of  milk  were  taken  and  submitted  for  exam¬ 
ination.  (Schools  12;  In  Course  of  delivery  43). 

The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised) 
Regulations,  1949—54. 

Laboratory  Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory 

Newport  ......  20  0 

Gloucester  ......  6  0 


26 


0 
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The  Milk  (Special  Designation) 

(Raw  Milk)  Amendment  Regulations  1954. 

Newport  . .  . .  17  7 

Gloucester  ......  4  1 

21  8 


Notification  was  received  from  the  County  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  stating  that  the  Dealer’s  (Pasteuriser’s)  Licence  issued  to 
Mr.  A.  L.  Seabourne,  14,  Allastone  Mesne,  Lydney,  on  the  1st 
January  last  has  been  surrendered  and  Mr.  Seabourne  discon¬ 
tinued  the  pasteurising  of  milk  as  from  the  30th  April  last. 

Biological. 

Twenty-three  samples  of  raw  milk  were  submitted  for  examina¬ 
tion.  Animal  inoculation  tests  on  all  specimens  yielded  negative 
results  of  tuberculosis. 

Six  pint  bottles  taken  from  the  washing-machines  at  Sedbury 
Dairies  Ltd.,  were  submitted  for  examination. 

These  bottle  washes  were  satisfactory. 

Colony  Count  per  Bottle: — 30  colonies. 

Moore’s  Swabs. 

Three  Moore  Swabs  were  submitted  for  examination.  Reports 
on  these  did  not  show  any  pathogene. 

Ice-Cream  (Heat  Treatment,  etc.)  Amendment  Regulations,  1952. 

Number  on  Register: — Retailer  Producer-Pre-packed  . .  . .  24 

Retailer  Producer-  Cold-mix  . .  . .  2 

Retailer  Producer-Hot-mix  . .  . .  0 

Seven  samples  were  submitted  for  Bacteriological  examination : — 

Details.  Grade  I  II  III  IV  Total 

5  2  0  0  7 

Methylene  Blue  Test. 

Grade  1 :  Samples  not  decolourised  at  the  end  of  four  hours  5 

Grade  2 :  Samples  decolourised  at  the  end  of  four  hours  2 

In  addition  to  the  above  four  Lolly  samples  were  submitted  for 
Bacteriological  examination. 

Details.  Grade  I  II  III  IV  Total 

3  10  0  4 


Methylene  Blue  Test. 

Grade  1 :  Samples  not  decolourised  at  the  end  of  four  hours  3 
Grade  2:  Samples  decolourised  at  the  end  of  four  hours  1 
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MEAT  REGULATIONS 

Number  of  animals  slaughtered  and  carcases  inspected. 

(a)  Ministry  of  Food  Abattoir,  Church  Road,  Lydney,  Glos., 
during  period  1st  January — 24th  June,  1954. 

Cattle  129;  Cows  33;  Sheep  and  Lambs  1,507;  Pigs  17;  Total: 

1686. 

(b)  Two  licensed  premises  (E.  H.  Martyn,  Church  Road,  Lydney, 

and  R.  Penny,  Brockweir),  during  period  6th  July — 31st 
December,  1954. 

Cattle  92;  Calves  10;  Sheep  and  Lambs  1,077;  Pigs  142;  Total: 
1,321. 


MEAT  INSPECTION 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned  for  Year  1954. 


Cattle 

Sheep 

exclud’g 

and 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  . . 

221 

33 

10 

2,584 

159 

Number  inspected 
(Total  3007) 

221 

33 

10 

2,584 

159 

All  Diseases  Except 

Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned 
Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 

— 

2 

— 

11 

4 

organ  was  condemned 
Percentage  of  the  number  in- 

69 

16 

— 

327 

17 

spected  with  disease  other 
than  Tuberculosis 

31.2% 

54.4% 

— 

13.1% 

13.2% 

Tuberculosis  Only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned  . . 

4 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 
Percentage  of  the  number  in- 

8 

12 

— 

— 

— 

spected  affected  with  Tuber¬ 
culosis 

3.6% 

48.4% 

— 

— 

— 

Amount  of  meat  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption: — 8,102  lbs. 
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BOVINE: 

6  Carcases 

3,837  lbs. 

17  Bovine  Heads 

615  lbs. 

61  Bovine  Livers 

783  lbs. 

21  Bovine  Lungs 

254  lbs. 

Offal 

Parts  of  Bovine 

297  lbs. 

Carcases 

71  lbs. 

SHEEP  &  LAMBS: 

11  Sheep  Carcases 

471  lbs. 

297  Sheep  Livers 

530  lbs. 

30  Sheep  heads  &  plucks 

196  lbs. 

Parts  of  Carcases 

31  lbs. 

PIGS: 

4  Pig  Carcases 

405  lbs. 

12  Pig  Plucks 

66  lbs. 

1  Pig  Head 

12  lbs. 

1  Pig  Liver 

2  lbs. 

“Imported  Beef” 

532  lbs. 

Total:  5,857 
lbs. 


Total:  1,228  lbs 


Total:  485  lbs. 


Cysticercus  Bovis. 

Three  Bovine  Carcases  affected  with  Cysticercus  Bovis  with  the 
exception  of  the  offal  were  removed  to  Gloucester  to  be  placed  in 
cold  storage  at  a  temperature  not  exceeding  20  deg.  Fahrenheit 
for  a  period  of  at  least  three  weeks,  or  at  a  temperature  not  exceed- 
ding  14  deg.  Fahrenheit  for  a  period  of  two  weeks. 

Other  Foods  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

707  tins  of  various  foodstuffs;  6  stone  of  fish;  14  lbs.  sausages 
and  four  cooked  hams  (average  weight  10  lbs.). 


43 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 


Report  for  Year  ending  31st  December,  1954. 


Type  of  Property 


All  other  includ 

Local 

Dwelling 

ing  business 

Authority 

Houses 

premises 

Number  of  properties  inspected  by 
the  Local  Authority  during  12 

(a)  - 

15 

2 

months  ended  31st  December, 
1954,  as  a  result  of  (a)  notification 
(b)  survey  under  Prevention  of 

(b)  5 

203 

41 

Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949,  (c) 
otherwise,  e.g.  when  visited  prim¬ 
arily  for  some  other  purpose. 

(c)  2 

106 

Number  of  properties  inspected 
which  were  found  to  be  infested  by 

Major 

(a)  Rats 

— 

— 

1 

Minor 

— 

49 

5 

Major 

(b)  Mice 

— 

2 

3 

Minor 

— 

8 

4 

Number  of  infested  properties 

treated  by  Local  Authority 

— 

56 

10 

Number  of  Block  Control  schemes 

carried  out 

— 

5 

1 

Note:  The  above  report  is  for  four  months  work  carried  out  by 
the  Pests  Officer  who  was  employed  jointly  by  the  Lydney 
and  East  Dean  Rural  District  Councils. 

Mr.  F.  Matthews  terminated  his  employment  on  the  11th 
September,  1954. 

On  the  30th  December,  1954,  Mr.  R.  C.  Read  was  appointed 
full-time  Rodent  Inspector/Operative.  This  will  in  my 
opinion  enable  the  requirements  of  the  above  Act  to  be 
carried  out  more  thoroughly  in  future. 

Myxomatosis. 

During  August  approximately  650  bodies  of  dead  rabbits  affected 
with  the  above  disease  were  picked  up  and  buried  in  lime  along 
the  stretch  of  road  between  Colliers  Brook  and  Priors  Mesne. 
The  Compensation-Water-Basin  and  Springs  at  the  Ferneyley 
Waterworks  were  adequately  protected  by  a  wire  fence,  and  over 
180  were  picked  up  outside  this  fence. 

Furthermore  no  rabbits  have  been  offered  for  sale  for  human 
consumption  in  the  area  since  the  outbreak. 
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LYDNEY  SHIPPING 


Amount  of  Shipping  Entering  the  Port  during  Year  1954. 


Number 

Tonnage 

Number 
reported 
to  be 
defective 

Number  of 
vessels  on 
which  de¬ 
fects  were 
remedied 

Total 
inspected 
by  San. 
Inspector 

Coastwise : 

Steamers 

3 

246 

0 

0 

0 

Motors* 

580 

34,330 

0 

0 

25 

Sailing 

260 

19,623 

0 

0 

11 

Fishing 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Total  . . 

843 

54,199 

0 

0 

36 

No  Foreign  shipping  entered  the  Port  during  the  Year. 

*  Includes  mechanically  propelled  vessels  other  than  steamers. 


Imports : — Timber 
Exports : — Coal 
Grain 


11,341  tons 
90,848  tons 
9,583  tons 


Petroleum  Acts. 

Forty-seven  licences  were  issued  by  the  Council  for  the  storage 
of  Petroleum  Spirit : — 


Summary:  Filling  Stations  . .  14  . 

Farms  . .  . .  10 

Factories  . .  . .  . .  8 

Quarries  . .  . .  . .  3 

Business  premises  . .  . .  12 


GENERAL 

Complaints  Received. 

Nuisances  reported  to  District  Council  . .  . .  70 

(a)  Total  . .  . .  70 

(b)  Swine  . .  . .  3 

Number  of  nuisances  abated  . .  . .  . .  67 

Number  of  preliminary  notices  served  . .  . .  70 

Statutory  notices  served  . .  . .  . .  . .  0 

Nuisances  unabated  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 


Number  inspected  of  each  of  the  following: — 

Inspections 

(a)  Butchers’  Shops  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  98 

(b)  Grocers’  Shops  . .  . .  . .  . .  ..115 

(c)  Other  Trades  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  55 

(d)  Catering  Establishments . .  71 
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Number 

on 

Register 

Number 

Inspected 

Total 
Number  of 
Inspections 

Slaughterhouses 

2 

2 

205 

Dairies  . . 

2 

2 

21 

Bakehouses 

9 

9 

24 

Factories 

31 

31 

58 

Workshops 

24 

24 

41 

Factories  Act,  1937 — 48. 

During  the  Year: —  Added  Deleted  Change 

Factories  ....  4  4  2 

Workshops  ....  0  0  0 

Outworkers. 

Whitecroft  Pin  Manufacturing  Co.,  Ltd.,  Harbour  Road,  Lydney, 
Glos.  29. 

(Sections  34 — 37):  One  Certificate  as  to  the  Means  of  Escape 
in  case  of  Fire  was  issued  to  a  Factory  in  the  parish  of  Tidenham. 
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